DECEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
A Sample of the Digital Washington County Newsletter is Available
By Randi Ross Marodi
The Washington County Newsletter Staff has created a sample, online newsletter and we are looking into the
possibility of going completely digital within the next few months.
We currently print a newsletter on a quarterly basis and believe a digital blog format will allow us to keep the
newsletter more current and up to date. For example, if we make this change permanent, you will be able to enjoy
Fall Festival photos in the fall instead of December, and Christmas photos will be published much sooner than
March.
The online newsletter will also include video clips of county events and links to other important websites. We have
already added links to the Washington County website, as well as links to the Washington County Chamber of
Commerce, Washington County Tourism, Washington County Historical Society, the Observer-Reporter newspaper, and the National Weather Service. We will be able to add to this list, if we like. In addition to making the
newsletter more current, converting to a digital format will drastically reduce the printing and mailing costs, thus
making it more cost effective.
By utilizing a blog format, we will be able to update the newsletter as often as we wish. County employees can
keep up with the newsletter updates by subscribing. Once this is done, you will be sent an email whenever new
content is posted. We will also send out monthly email links to keep in touch with the county employees who
haven't subscribed.
This new approach shouldn't be too drastic, because many county employees and retirees already read the newsletter via an email link. However, we realize that some county employees do not have access to a computer at
work, while others do not have access to the internet while they are on the job. These employees can subscribe to
have the newsletter sent to their personal email address to be accessed on their home computers or smart phones.
To give you a taste of what to expect, please visit our sample blog at https://washingtoncountynewsletter.blogspot.com to see the stories, photos and videos that we have posted. While you are reading the blog, please click on
the subscription link at the top of the blog’s main page and enter your work or personal email address. This will
allow you to get any information that is posted during the trial phase.
If you have any questions or concerns about this proposed change, please contact me at marodir@co.washington.pa.us or by calling 724-228-6726. Please be patient and keep in mind that this is a transitional phase. Retirees and
employees without access to the internet are asked to fill out the survey on the back page of the newsletter and
mail it to our office.
And the winner of the 2018 Christmas Door
Decorating
Contest is…

Domestic Relations!!!

They will be donating $100 in prize money to
Obie, the Sheriff’s Department K-9 officer.
The second place winner is the Information Technology Department.
There was a tie for third place between the Public Defender’s Office &
Human Resources.
The Activities Committee congratulates all of the winners and thanks
those who participated. To view photos of the other doors, please visit
https://washingtoncountynewsletter.blogspot.com
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By Stacey Allen

This was my first year attending the Fall Festival on Saturday, Sept 22, at the county’s Mingo Park. It
was so much fun for my kids as well as all of the county employees and their families. This is a laidback,
relaxing time to enjoy the outdoor fall season, surrounded with activities, laughter, friendship, a bonfire,
co-workers, family, music, prizes, tractor rides, entertainment and delicious foods. The Foggy Hollow Band
performed a mix of gospel music to folk songs. Gloria Smitsky of Burgettstown, a retired county employee,
who sings and plays the guitar, led the five-member band.
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Julie Bailey, who works at the correctional facility and her
daughter Kelsee Cox shared their talents to provide face painting for
the children. The kids, and even a couple of adults, were thrilled to
choose from so many colors, super heroes and animals. There was also
a picnic table designated for decorating miniature pumpkins with
stickers, markers, googly eyes and glitter. No two pumpkins were the
same!
The Parks Department built a nice bonfire and those who wished
made S’mores or roasted marshmallows. We were entertained by a
drone, and some of the children played kickball and football, while
others played with Marie Higgins’ dog and others played with a little
toad that she found.
Every half hour the John Deere 2350 tractor pulled the covered
wagon and the families enjoyed 30-minute rides. Driving down the
pathways, we enjoyed the changing leaves of red, yellow, orange,
purples, pinks and the pinecones, acorns, walnuts and some hickory
nuts throughout the trails. This was a great way to escape the busy
hustle and bustle of everyday life, while enjoying the introduction into
the fall season!
A big shout-out to all who helped from putting table cloths on
the tables, to building the bonfire, to shopping for the event, and to
those who prepared our meal. Thank you to all who helped set-up and
clean up and to the Commissioners who donated prizes. It takes willing
hands to make all of these events possible and we are so lucky to have
such opportunities! I don’t know about you, but I absolutely can’t wait
for the future years to attend this event again with my children!
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Happy Halloween from Washington County!
This year several Washington County employees woke up on Halloween
morning and decided to put on a costume to celebrate the holiday.
We are thankful to have photographic evidence!

Frank Scandale, the Rock Star of the Clerk of Courts Office, was off the charts
with a 2018 Halloween hit performance. His backup singers for the day were,
from the left, in the back row, Sheri Leitsch, Jennifer Hood, Bette Jo Puskarich,
along with Kathleen Miller and Tammy Mankey in the front.

Marcie Legler, Cindy Scirotto, Dorothy Curry and
Jordan McCrae of the District Attorney’s Office
were scaring up some treats in the courthouse.
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Amber Ross and Abby Yochum were a
bewitching legal duo that took care of
business in Judge Brandon Neuman’s Office.

The Board of Commissioners hosted some trick-or-treaters from the Public
Defender’s Office on Halloween. Pictured from the left are, Commissioner
Diana Irey Vaughan, Peta Newman, Commissioner Larry Maggi, Marcia
Smith, Amy Ross, Miranda Fetsko and Commissioner Harlan G. Shober, Jr.

Hunter & Cameron

Congratulations to the new Grandparents!

Linda and Greg Sopiak are the proud grandparents of twins Hunter Killian, who
weighed in at 5 pounds, 11 ounces and Cameron Liam, who weighed 5 pounds, 15
ounces when they entered the world on April 24, 2018 in Bethesda, MD. The boys are
the sons of Kate and Katie Sopiak. Grandma Linda works in the treasurer's office.
Lynette Leasure, who works for Judge Michael Lucas, and her husband Ed are happy
to welcome their first grandchild Levi John Leasure. Levi is the son of Greg and
Jennifer Leasure and he was born on September 20, 2018 in Lancaster, Ohio. He
weighed in at 6 pounds, 2 ounces and was 18 inches long. His maternal grandparents
are John and Mindy Hartmus of Chillicothe, Ohio. Little Levi has a very protective
rescue dog/sibling named Max.

Levi

Totally Veggies
Totally Veggies is a four-lesson series that deals with behavior changes measured by pre-and post-survey of vegetable intake. Specifically, increased vegetable intake, wider vegetable choice, recipes and greater acceptance by family
members. Dori Owczarzak, MS, RD, LDN of Penn State Extension, located on
the 6th floor of Courthouse Square, offered one class to the employees of the
county. Dori presented vegetable options, recipes and information on vegetables. Dori is also a member of the County Wellness Committee. Her expertise
is nutrition, diabetes education, food safety and food planning. Dori is a great
asset to the county’s wellness initiative. Welcome Dori to the county of Washington and thank you for your participation in our program!!!!
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By Pat Maxon

Wellness and Safety Fair Held in October
6

The first annual Wellness and Safety event was held on October 19, with over 200 people
attending. The event included 25 vendors and first responders. This year, safety was featured,
and we were honored to have the first responders on site from Public Safety, Washington City
Police, Washington Fire Department, Pennsylvania State Police and the our own K-9 Officer
Obie, and his handler Deputy Kristy Salzman of the Sheriff’s department. The members of
these departments interacted with the employees and discussed opioid abuse, fire safety, as
well as personal safety.
Justin Shawley and Mike Jurick of Public Safety gave tours of the mobile 911 Command Post.
The command post is a vehicle used to provide space for communications and coordination of
large-scale or long-duration incidents. It was obtained in 2008 through the PA Region 13
Task Force using Department of Homeland Security funds. The truck is outfitted with
redundant cellular and satellite internet connections, various radios to communicate with
police, fire, and EMS throughout western Pennsylvania, computer workstations, satellite
television, IP telephones, and video surveillance monitoring. It is equipped with a light
tower and 40-foot radio antenna mast. The truck is maintained and operated by Department
of Public Safety staff. The command post was parked on the grounds of Courthouse Square
during the event.
Grainger, a supplier of safety equipment, added a special touch to the wellness fair by giving
away tools, gloves, and drill bits. Employees received information from vendors on wellness,
housing, drug awareness, and social security benefits. The Women’s Health Center tested for
bone density, and members of the Toni and Guy Academy presented employees with free
coupons for beauty care. Vendors, along with the Board of Commissioners, provided giveaways, as well as door prizes. Salads were donated by Campbell Insurance.
With the help of the Wellness Committee, the Safety Committee, and the fine individuals
who work for the county, the event was a success! Thanks to all of you for your support of the
wellness and safety initiatives.

The 35th Annual Christmas Concerts began on
Wednesday, December 5 and continue through
Friday, December 14, 2018 at the Washington
County Courthouse. Enjoy the musical talents of
local students as we welcome the upcoming
holiday season at the historic Washington County
Courthouse.
Students are served lunch and a drink after their
performance. Volunteers are always appreciated.
Please contact the Parks & Recreation Department at extension 6867 if you wish to assist.
*Schools, dates and times are subject to change.

New Hire
DANIEL J GROSSMAN
JOHN P DYTKO
KEVIN H HOFFMAN
PAUL RICHARD SHIRING JR
JAMIE LEE POMAIBO
JESSE MICHAEL SNYDER
JONATHAN M MCDONOUGH
KIERA ELIZABETH GOOLSBY
PAIGE MARIE EISENGART
ZACHEREY TYLER ALLUM
STEFFAN THOMAS KEETON
PENNY JO SWEIGART
MELISSA ANN VOYTEK
ALEESHA ANN THOMAS
ALEX E POCHIBA
DANIEL L BIRD
DANIELLE MARIA TAMBELLINI
DEANNA MAY LINN BERGLES
ERIN RAE DINCH
FAITH LEIGH WORKMAN
HOWARD THOMAS QUIGLEY JR
JACOB ANDREW GRIM
JAMES ANDREW MCELHANEY
JAYME L KOPECEK
JEFFREY J MELVIN
JESSICA L SHONDELMYER
JOSEPH FRANCIS GEORGE
KATHLEEN ANN DAPRA
KEITH N SHOOK
FRANKLIN DAVID MORRIS
CHRISTINE MARIE CARDINALE

Resignations & Retirements
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
CORONER
JAIL SECURITY
JAIL SECURITY
JAIL SECURITY
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
JAIL SECURITY
JUDGE GILMAN
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
DOMESTIC RELATION
BOOKING CENTER
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
LIQUID FUELS
COURT ADMINISTRATOR
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
DOMESTIC RELATION
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
JUVENILE PROBATION
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM

09/04/2018
09/04/2018
09/04/2018
09/05/2018
09/17/2018
09/17/2018
09/17/2018
09/17/2018
09/17/2018
09/17/2018
10/01/2018
10/09/2018
10/10/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/15/2018
10/22/2018
10/29/2018

ESTHER B DAVIS (dec.)
NOAH HOLT LOLLEY
JESSE MURICE STARR
PATRICIA ANN ANTOL
TIFFINY ANN MAHLAND
KAYLA A KAYDO
SARA ELIZABETH REESE
JASON LEE ERICKSON
JENNIFER ELIZABETH MENGLE
ASHLEY RENEE KING
ZACHEREY TYLER ALLUM
KELSEY LEIGH BINDER
JAMIE LEE POMAIBO
ANDREW SHERIDAN FORSHEY
FAITH LEIGH WORKMAN
JESSIE A SKARUPA
BRANDEE NICOLE ZELENSKY
JOSEPH FRANCIS GEORGE
TAYLOR ANN PATTON
ERIN RAE DINCH
SHARON A COLE
DANIEL L CHUNKO
DANIELLE ROCHELLE HOWARD

JAIL ADMINISTRATION
JAIL SECURITY
JAIL SECURITY
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
DA - VICTIMS SERVICES
JAIL SECURITY
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
TAX REVENUE
JAIL SECURITY
JUDGE GILMAN
JAIL SECURITY
JAIL SECURITY
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
TAX REVENUE
JAIL SECURITY
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE-911
DOMESTIC RELATION
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM

09/06/2018
10/01/2018
09/10/2018
09/12/2018
09/12/2018
09/14/2018
09/14/2018
09/16/2018
09/18/2018
09/20/2018
09/21/2018
09/28/2018
10/12/2018
10/18/2018
10/18/2018
10/19/2018
10/22/2018
10/22/2018
10/26/2018
10/29/2018
10/02/2018
10/09/2018
10/14/2018
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Newsletter Staff:
Ra n d i Ro s s M a r o d i , C o m m i s s i o n e r S h o b e r ’s O f f i c e
Gracie Abel, Planning
Stacey Allen, Adult Probation
J. B r a c k e n B u r n s , Re t i r e d C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n e r
Je f f D o n a h u e, Pa r k s D e p a r t m e n t
Cynthia Griffin, Chief Clerk
M a r i e H i g g i n s , C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h S e r v i c e s
Pa u l a Ja n s a n t e, C h i e f C l e r k s O f f i c e
A n d r e a J o h n s t o n , H u m a n Re s o u r c e s
Pa t M a x o n , H u m a n Re s o u r c e s
Re g i n a O s k o , H u m a n Re s o u r c e s
S a n d y S a b o t , Re t i r e d
Ja s o n Th e a k s t o n , P l a n n i n g
J o y c e Th o r n b u rg , C h i e f C l e r k s O f f i c e

Would you like to write
articles or take photos
for the county newsletter?

Contact
Randi Ross Marodi

marodir@co.washington.pa.us

Please complete this newsletter survey:
·
___ I would like to have the link to the Washington County Newsletter emailed to the
following email address: ______________________________________________
·
___ I do not have access to email or an internet connection.
·
Comments: _____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Please clip this section and mail it to:
Randi Marodi
100 W. Beau Street, Suite 702
Washington, PA 15301

Washington County
100 West Beau Street
Washington, PA 15301

724.228.6726

